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FIRE-SAFE MATERIALS OVERVIEW

Understanding Fire-Retardant Options for Artificial Trees, Plants & Floral Arrangements

Creating safe, code-compliant environments is essential in commercial buildings, hospitality spaces, senior
living communities, and public facilities. This guide explains the fire-safe materials and treatments available
for artificial greenery, helping designers, builders, and facility managers choose the right products for their
projects.

1. What “Fire-Safe” Means in Artificial Greenery

Fire-safe artificial plants are designed to slow ignition, reduce flame spread, and meet commercial
fire-safety requirements. Pacific Silkscapes offers multiple fire-retardant options depending on the project
type and code requirements.

Fire-safe materials fall into two categories:

e IFR (Inherently Fire-Retardant) — fire resistance is built into the material

e FR-Treated — fire retardant is applied to the foliage or trunk

Both options help facilities meet state and local fire codes.

2. Inherently Fire-Retardant (IFR) Foliage

IFR foliage is manufactured with fire-retardant chemicals embedded directly into the fabric or plastic
during production.

Benefits
e Fire resistance is permanent
e Will not wash off or fade over time
e Ideal for commercial interiors and high-occupancy buildings

e Meets many national and state fire-safety standards

Important Note About IFR Availability

IFR foliage is a premium option, but it is more expensive and limited in the types of plants and trees
available. Many popular styles — including olive, ficus, eucalyptus, and palms — are not manufactured in
IFR versions. Because of this, IFR is not always the most practical or cost-effective solution for every
project.
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3. Fire-Retardant Treated (FR-Treated) Foliage
FR-treated foliage is sprayed or soaked with a fire-retardant solution.

Pacific Silkscapes is certified by the California State Fire Marshal to apply these treatments professionally
and in compliance with state regulations.

Benefits
e Cost-effective alternative to [FR
e (Can be applied to a wide range of foliage types
e Provides documented fire-retardant protection

e Enables fire-safe versions of plant types not available in IFR

Why FR-Treated Is Often the Best Choice

Because IFR options are limited, FR-treated foliage allows designers and builders to use any tree style they
want while still meeting fire-safety requirements. Your certification ensures the treatment is applied
correctly and recognized by inspectors.

4. Fire-Safe Trunks, Bases & Fill Materials

Pacific Silkscapes also uses non-combustible or fire-resistant materials in the construction of custom trees:
e Natural wood trunks treated for fire safety
e Gypsum or plaster bases (non-combustible)
e Cement-filled or weighted planters
e Metal support rods

e Fire-safe top dressings (stone, mineral moss, etc.)

These materials help ensure the entire installation meets safety expectations.

5. Compliance & Documentation
Pacific Silkscapes provides:

e Fire-retardant certificates

e Material documentation

e Treatment records

e Compliance information for inspections
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This is especially important for:
e Architects
e General contractors
e Property managers
e Fire marshals

e Commercial designers

6. Where Fire-Safe Greenery Is Required
Many jurisdictions require fire-safe artificial plants in:

e Lobbies and reception areas

e Senior living facilities

e Restaurants and bars

e Retail stores

e Hospitals and medical offices

e Schools and universities

e Government buildings

Always check local fire codes for specific requirements.
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7. How to Choose the Right Fire-Safe Option

Project Type Recommended Option

Commercial interiors IFR foliage or FR-treated
foliage

Senior living IFR foliage

Hospitality IFR foliage or FR-treated
foliage

Medical facilities IFR foliage

Residential Optional, but recommended

Outdoor UV-rated foliage (FR not
required outdoors)

8. Need Help Determining Fire-Safety Requirements?
Send us your project details, building type, and any fire-code requirements.

We’ll recommend the right fire-safe materials and provide documentation for your records.
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